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News release
Offshore wind farm developer commits to lasting North-east legacy with annual cash fund 
Vattenfall to invest £150,000 a year in local causes for 20-year lifetime of EOWDC 

A community fund scheme aimed at generating lasting legacies for North-east communities is being created by the developer behind the region’s pioneering European Offshore Wind Deployment Centre (EOWDC).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Swedish energy group Vattenfall is to establish a community investment scheme by investing £150,000 every year for the operational life of the more than £300m offshore wind test and demonstration centre. The EOWDC is expected to operate for 20-years which means the fund could be worth as much as £3mn over the lifetime of the project.

Vattenfall’s EOWDC project director, Adam Ezzamel, said: “Vattenfall wants the EOWDC fund to support communities in Aberdeen and the Shire for the lifetime of the wind farm which is expected to be around 20 years. How a lasting legacy will secure best outcomes from the EOWDC fund will in large part be determined by those who are to benefit. That conversation with key local interests will start soon so that community investments can start next year.”

As Scotland’s largest offshore wind test and demonstration centre, the ground-breaking 92.4MW, 11-turbine EOWDC will trial next generation technology and contribute significantly to driving down the cost of clean power. Once operational, it will generate the equivalent of 70% of Aberdeen's domestic electricity demand and 23% of Aberdeen's total demand.

Minister for Business, Innovation and Energy Paul Wheelhouse said: “The potential benefits of offshore wind energy in Scotland are enormous, and that is why this government is continuing to invest in this area.

“I am keen to see communities across the country share in the benefits from this rich natural resource, so the creation of this community fund will ensure a lasting legacy in the local area, and I look forward to hearing how the money is being used for projects to benefit local people in the Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire area.”

Morag McCorkindale, of Aberdeen Renewable Energy Group (AREG) which is a supportive partner of the project and represents more than 120 organisations involved in renewables across Aberdeen City and Shire, said: “The EOWDC is of great industrial importance to the North-east. It brings value to the supply chain and is contributing considerably to helping the region diversify its economy as well as significant environmental impacts.  

“The fact that an EOWDC community fund scheme is being created for the direct benefit of local communities is another long-term investment towards the region’s future prosperity and will support the area’s reputation for a high quality of life.” 

Picture caption: Vattenfall aims to create a lasting legacy for the North-east region through a community fund scheme

Ends (7.9.17)

For more information about the EOWDC, visit: https://corporate.vattenfall.co.uk/projects/wind-energy-projects/european-offshore-wind-deployment-centre/


For further information, please contact:

· Karen Grant, 07805 436 957, karen.grant@bigpartnership.co.uk; Big Partnership


Note: Sole responsibility for this document lies with the author.

The European Union (EU) is not responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained therein.

The European Offshore Wind Deployment Centre is also known as Aberdeen Offshore Wind Farm.

Link to website project page
Twitter: @VattenfallUK #EOWDC
UK facebook a/c


	
	
Vattenfall is a Swedish, state owned, energy company with 28,000 employees with operations in Sweden, Germany, the Netherlands, Denmark, UK and Finland. Vattenfall supports the transition to a renewable energy system and has the objective to become leading in sustainable energy production and thereby secure a reliable and cost effective energy supply.
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