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ASK THE EXPERTS

Michael Jurchen, CEO of Jurchen Technology GmbH and Constantin Wenzlik CEO PADCON 
GmbH, met up with PES to tell us about their new partnership and what it will mean to the 
global solar industry. Yet another optimistic view of the future in our industry.

Left: CEO Michael Jurchen (Jurchen Technology 
GmbH); Right: CEO Constantin Wenzlik 
(PADCON GmbH)

A game changer

PES: We are pleased to welcome you   
to PES Solar/PV magazine. Would you 
like to begin by explaining a little about 
the background of your organisations 
and how you currently serve the solar/
PV industry?

Constantin Wenzlik: PADCON GmbH  
was founded in 2007 and specialises in 
monitoring systems, plant communication 
and power plant controls for PV power 
plants. 

Since 2013 PADCON has also offered 
intelligent solutions with the Float 
Controller family, in order to prevent PID 
(potential induced degradation) on PV 
systems simply and effectively and to 
recover the affected modules successfully. 

The extensive product portfolio includes 
solutions for solar power plants worldwide.

Michael Jurchen: Jurchen Technology is  
a manufacturer and wholesaler of 
photovoltaic system components since 
2008 and is located in Kitzingen, Germany. 

We develop and manufacture various 
mounting and wiring harness systems, 
especially for photovoltaic ground base 
power plants. Our products are 
manufactured under the highest quality 
standards and thereby provide a long-
lasting and profitable life expectancy.

PES: We hear that Jurchen Technology 
have joined forces with the Sales and 
Marketing Team at PADCON, can you 
tell us about this?

MJ: Through the new partnership the two 
companies will serve international solar 
markets. The companies will be 
establishing branch offices in Spain, 
France, the U.S., and India, and expand 
their team with additional staff. In exciting 
growth markets such as Chile, Australia, 
Turkey, and Pakistan, the combined 
offering will be rolled out through an 
existing network of service partners.

PES: What was the motivation for this 
co-operation?

The new, simplicity and revolutionary 
substructure - Its a “Game Changer” 
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MJ: With this partnership, we want to 
expand our product and service portfolio 
for our customers. PV plant operators and 
owners will now benefit from a 
comprehensive, full service package from  
a single source for their plant portfolio 
worldwide.

PES: We would also like to hear about 
the new monitoring solution, your 
PADCON Asset Management Tool

CW: PADCON Asset Management Tool 
was specifically developed as a 
professional monitoring solution, although 
it also has many other features. It is able   
to monitor any PV plant, through one  

single portal. If faults occur this means   
the service technicians can be coordinated 
and mobilised quickly. 

The asset management tool does not    
only include the classic monitoring 
(performance monitoring, reporting and 
analysis) but also provides functions such 
as a ticket portfolio, alarm management, 
project management and many other 
services. 

All tasks are documented simultaneously  
in a clear and detailed ticket folder. The 
PADCON Asset Management Tool is 
available to everyone involved and can     
be used throughout the company. 

In addition, the PADCON Control Centre’s 
experienced technical team offers 
assistance with installations, 
commissioning or maintenance 
requirements as a part of its technical 
management support.

PES: We also see that PADCON is a 
specialist for PID Solutions, we should 
like to know, how can PADCON reverse 
this effect?

CW: The PADCON Float Controller Family 
offers a unique alternative. It allows the 
operation of an unground system and 
simultaneously fights the PID-effect.  
These PID solutions are already being 
widely used in Europe, Africa, Israel,    
India and Brazil. 

The latest PID offering is the Float 
Controller CI70, which can offer PID 
prevention and recovery in one solution, 
even for 1,500 V photovoltaic systems, 
thanks to the 24/7 operation.

Technically, this is done by actively raising 
the positive potential. Based on the fact 
that the modules are lifted to a positive 
potential and can no longer ‘see’ a negative 
voltage, PID-impaired modules regenerate 
and are protected in the future.

The PADCON Float Controller can be 
installed both in new and also in existing 
systems. The product range offers an 
appropriate solution for all types of 
inverters.

PES: Jurchen Technology is in the 
process of a UL certification for their 
DC cabling and offers a new, special 
mounting structure for the US market. 
Can you go into this in more detail and 
explain the benefits to the end user?

MJ: At the moment we are in the process 
of UL certification for two different types  
of harness cables in order to meet the 
requirements of a UL 9703 Norm. We will 
probably get the certification by October. 

On top of that we will be working on a 
certification for a new fuse solution – with  
a new fuse type - for 1000V and 1500V 
systems soon. So, we are confident that  
we will be able to offer these two products, 
certified fuses and harness cables on the 
US market by the end of this year.

Our so-called ‘PEG’ mounting system, 
which we also certify according to US 
norms, will be an innovation for the US 
market. This east-west mounting structure 
- built with a small number of components 
and therefore installed in no time – will be 
an important product on this market. The 
‘PEG’ system offers a lot of advantages to 
the customer, as they can save up to 50% 
of their transportation costs due to the  
light modular system.

Contrary to conventional mounting 
structures it’s possible to increase yield   

Monitoring Solution PADCON Control Centre; Work with the new Asset Management Tool

PADCON PID solution; float controller CI for central inverter
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on small and big spaces by using compact 
architecture. Another huge advantage is 
that you save money and time as you do 
not need large machinery and tools for 
installation. 

Essentially ‘PEG’ will change the solar 
market – it’s a game changer.

PES: How easy is it to use and do you 
need specific training to use it? If so, 
how long and where is the training 
done?

MJ: The PEG System stands out by its 
simple, functional design and its reduced 
need for large machinery and tools. 
Considerable costs are saved in terms of 
installation time and material, especially    
in large scale projects. 

It is a new, lightweight, modular system 
designed for a faster construction process. 
Due to its special foundation design, the 
system re-naturalization process is 
efficient and all components are 
recyclable. There are no concrete or   

heavy supports beneath the ground level.

On request, we can do the training 
in-house or at a chosen location. This 
training lasts a maximum of 1-2 days.

PES: It seems you are making a push in 
to the US market, why is this important 
to you?

MJ: PADCON and Jurchen Technology are 
international companies working world-
wide and we would like to continue 
expanding our network. The US is a huge, 
growing market and we are convinced that 
it will be an absolute focus market for the 
solar industry in the next years. 

Moreover, we are assured that our 
products fit this growing market precisely. 
This is exactly why we chose to invest in a 
UL certification for some of our products.

PES: What makes your products stand 
out amidst the competition and how 
does Jurchen Technology intend to  
stay one step ahead?

MJ: Our products are installed and working 
in more than ~2,5 GWp projects in different 
climates around the world and there have 
not been any complaints. 

On top of this we meet the individual needs 
of each customer and project. Jurchen 
Technology definitely has a lead over their 
competitors there. 

Furthermore we hold a TÜV certification for 
our ArCon line and the UL certification for 
our JT-SK-IV is almost finished. We set a 
high value on the quality and reliability on 
our products. For us, as always, ’Made in 
Germany’ means modern high quality 
performance systems.  

PES: Do you have any other projects in 
the pipeline?

MJ: We are on to various projects which 
we will supply in the near future. Currently 
we are seeing a huge boom in France, 
Israel and Turkey.

PES: Has Donald Trump’s view on global 
warming had any impact on your 
dealings with the US? 

MJ: Of course, we watch the political and 
economic situation in the US closely. 
Nevertheless we are convinced that the 
Americans also cannot avoid renewable 
energies on the long run. 

Local power supply will be as important 
there as it is in Germany. Therefore we 
continue with our strategy and will take   
our chances in the US market. 

PES: Has 2017 been successful so far 
for Jurchen and what are the 
expectations for the last quarter of     
the year?

MJ: We are perfectly satisfied with the first 
half of 2017. If we continue like this, this will 
be a successful year. 

Moreover the cooperation with PADCON in 
Marketing and Sales just started in January 
and we have not yet tapped the full 
potential of it. This definitely supports my 
positive view on the last quarter of the year.

Please come and meet PADCON and 
Jurchen Technology at Solar Power 
International in Las Vegas and Renewable 
Energy India Expo in September

    www.jurchen-technology.com

    www.padcon.com

The “PEG” subconstruction system, reduces system costs by 25%

DC-cabling: For up to 1500V systems. Save more than 50% solar cable


