
In recent weeks, the UK offshore wind community welcomed the UK 
Government’s new Offshore Wind Sector Deal – which will see £250 million 
being invested into the sector. Emma Harrick, Business Development 
Manager for Renewables at A&P Group tells PES what it means for her 
company and the wind industry in general.

A vision of the future 
for offshore wind

A&P Tyne facility
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The Sector Deal will ensure the UK can 
maintain its position as world leader in 
renewables and continue to innovate and 
drive down the costs of wind farm 
production. 

The UK’s credentials are impressive, having 
installed more offshore wind capacity than 
any other country. The cost of producing a 
wind farm has halved in the UK. 

Renewed support from the UK Government 
could: 

•  double the number of UK turbines in UK 
waters.

• Take offshore wind to 30 GW by 2030.

•  Meet a third of UK’s electricity demands by 
2030.

• Grow the workforce from 11,000 to 27,000. 

• Increase UK exports to £20 bn.

However, there is still work to be done. 

Businesses operating in the UK offshore wind 
supply chain need to continue to provide 
innovative solutions to support the sector if 
it is to continue to flourish. 

A&P Group vision 

Our vision is simple: to make A&P Tyne a 
prime hub for the offshore wind sector; 
offering fabrication, port services and 
marine capabilities to developers and 
service companies. 

We are also committed to making our 
business a trusted delivery partner for the 
offshore wind sector and we are fulfilling this 
commitment through a number of initiatives:

1.  Continuing to develop skills and train a new 
generation of engineers to service the 
offshore wind sector 

2. Fostering best practice in HSEQ

3. Continuing to invest in our facilities

4.  Delivering fabrication, marine and port 
operation services on time and to budget

1. Skills 

A&P has recruited 28 apprentices over the 
last five years and today we are proud to have 
a team of 14 apprentices, who are being 
trained in fabrication, electronics and 
maintenance, vital skills which will benefit the 
offshore wind sector for years to come. 

We are also partnering with other businesses 
and organisations in the North East to form a 
supply chain cluster to provide a range of 
services to developers and service companies 
– reinforcing the North East’s position as a 
vital hub to the offshore wind community. 

2.  Health, Safety, Environment & Quality 
(HSEQ)

Effective HSEQ management is the 
cornerstone of operational success for A&P, 
underpinning every aspect of the group’s 
activities in the offshore wind sector.

With a culture of continuous improvement, we 
always strive to ensure best practice and 
complies with the most widely recognised 
quality management standards, ISO 
9001:2015, ISO14001:2015 & ISO 45001:2018. 

We are committed to maintaining a safety 
culture amongst our employees, suppliers 
and clients through the Work Safe Home Safe 
(WSHS) initiative. Our Work Safe, Home Safe 
initiative will benefit clusters supporting the 
offshore wind community. 

3.  First class fabrication facilities and heavy 
engineering capabilities 

Investment in our facilities and workforce is a 
continual priority for the Group. We have 
developed a number of options to expand 
and develop our sites to meet current and 
anticipated customers’ needs. 

A&P Tyne operates a 66-acre facility on the 
south side of the River Tyne, comprising 
extensive workshop facilities in excess of 
23,000m2 with the capacity to undertake 
simultaneous major fabrication works.

The whole of the group is experienced in 
delivering large complex block builds to 
nuclear standards and can work with less 
than 6 mm tolerances and conform to 
complex welding standards. 

We are able to work with developers and 
service companies to build offshore 
substation topsides, offshore foundation 
structures, jackets, suction buckets, 
transition pieces, secondary steel work and 
turbine components.  

The facility operates two overhead remote-
controlled cranes, a ramp roll-off load out 
which is available to minimise heavy lifting, 
blasting and coating facilities, a pipe and 
machine shop and a panel line for the 
production of large stiffened panels up to 
13.5m wide by 20m long. 
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Crucially, A&P Tyne also offers a 4,800m² 
load-out quay into the North Sea.

A&P Falmouth provides a complete range of 
services from our on-site engineering, 
electrical, paint and fabrication workshops 
and ongoing relationship with specialist 
contractors and OEMs.

4.  Completing projects on time and to 
budget 

The breadth of our technical ability enables 
us to support customer projects in their 
entirety, from initial design conception to 
build completion, providing expert input 
every step of the way.

At A&P technical excellence combines with 
design expertise to provide a fully rounded 
solution for customers. Our specialist 
engineers, and designers  work closely 
together, applying the wealth of experience 
they have gained in the delivery of numerous 
complex projects. Every project is different 
and for each one, our team provides a 
tailor-made solution.

A&P has a proven track record of delivering 
projects on time and to budget.

Offshore wind marine structures 

Our Marine Design division provides a full 
design, build and installation service of port 
and marine structures, including bridges, 
floating pontoons, berthing structures, lock 
gates, linkspan, breakwaters and Coastal 
Protection Systems. 

The team has recently completed the design 
and build of six new crew transfer pontoons 
for Orsted’s extended Walney Offshore Wind 
Farm and is currently fabricating six pontoons 
for the Gallopers Offshore Wind Farm.  

Port and marine services 

A&P’s four sites are strategically located to 
undertake repairs, drydocking and engineer 

works to specialist offshore vessels. We also 
undertake mobilisations / demobilisations, 
conversions and life extensions of offshore 
support vessels. 

If you would like to find out more about A&P 
Group’s services, please contact me at 
Emma.Harrick@ap-group.co.uk 

       www.ap-group.co.uk
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